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-PI I· in light in sky baffles experts 
From staff and wire reports 

A mysterious light show that 
flashed across the night sky in the 
Southern Tier and many states 
east of the Mississippi sparked 
earthbound debate yesterday, 
with few able to agree on what 
caused it. 
,. 

(: It was described as everything 
fiom a pinpoint to a· moving spiral 
to\a glowing cloud to "a big ball of 
firt," although astronomers said it 
pronably was related to the an­
nual Perseid meteor shower. 

Residents of one Kentucky 
county said they saw a bright flash 
and then their houses shook when 
somethh\g went bump in the night 
with a bang like dynamite. 

At the meteor watch at Beaver 
La k e  N atu r e  C e n t e r  n e a r  
Baldwinsville, outside of Syra­
cuse, astronomy buffs who gath· 
ered to watch the Perseid shower 
caught sight of a large "reflective 
cloud" that moved steadily across 
the sky for five to seven minutes, 
said the vice president of the Syr-

acuse Astrononiical Society. "It 
was definitely not a meteor," said 
Denise Sabatini. "Meteors burn 
off after seconds1• This lasted five 
to seven minutes. It was really 
quite spectacular." 

Sabatini described the scene 
this way: "It started out as a pin­
point of light. It was as if it were 
releasing some type of reflective 
gas into the air, and as the gas was 
released into air, it was as if it was 
spiraling around the pinpoint of 
hght." 

She described the spiraling as 
"like pouring milk into coffee. It 
was a whitish type of cloud. At 
first I thought it was just reflec­
tion of the moon off a cloud. But it 
was very iridescent, very vivid." 

Some speculated it was a satel­
lite or rocket release of barium 
gas, used to study the upper atmo­
sphere. But1 workers at Cape Ca­
naveral, Fli., the North American 
Aerospace Pefense Command in 
Colorado §?rings, Colo., and the 
NASA faci1ty at Wallops Island, 

i 
See OBJECT/Page 14A ' 

LORRAINE WHIT AKER PHOTO 

Photo shows the spiraling object that was seen Tuesday night in many states east of the Mississippi. 

About the photo 
Amateur photographer Lor­

raine Whitaker of Lanesboro, in 
Susquehanna County, Pa., took 
this photo Tuesday night while 
out taking pictures of the moon. 

Whitaker, taking some night 
shots from the deck of her Via­
duct Street house, said she was 
waiting for the moon to clear 
some trees when she saw a 
bright, white spiral cloud along 
with what seemed to be a star 
pulling the cloud. She said it was 
moving so fast she was surprised 
she was able to get it on film. "I 
was in the right place at the 
right time," she said. 

Whitaker photographed the 
object using a 35mm camera 
with an 80 to 200 zoom lens. Her 
camera was mounted on a tripod, 
and she made the several-second 
exposure on 400 ASA Kodacolor 
film. Whitaker said photography 
is a hobby for her, and that she 
had just completed a summer 
course in color photography at 
Broome Commumty College. 
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Object seen Tuesday night·baffles ··experts 
Continued from Page lA ma �pace Cent�r said th.ere was A Cornell Un.iv�rsity astronomy plane on the horizon looks strange." sissippi River. Only residents of based on the description of the 

V a. all confirmed there were no nothmg wrong with the vehicle. professor also said It was �ost prob- Sherman Larsen, director of the Ken.tucky's Clark County, east of event, it sounds like a rocket," said 
launches Tuesday Others thought At Ohio's Bowling Green State ably relate� to �he Per.seid meteor Center for UFO Studies in Glen- Lexmgton, heard a boom accompa- E. Jay Sarton Jr., curator of the Ko­
it might be a sateilite breaking up University, physics and astronomy shower, which Will contmu.e f�r sev- view, Ill., said his group received ny the light show. pernick Observatory in Vestal Cen-
in the atmosphere Professor Ro'nald Stoner said he eral days, but. she al.so said It ,may telephone reports yesterday from "Some people said they saw a ter. He said members of the obser-

" 
. , 

· suspected the display was caused have been a tnck of hght. f Elkhart, Ind . , and Chicago. "In each great big ball of fire," said Clark vatory staff. and al!JlOSt 50 pe�ple 
We d�dn t show any scheduled by the Perseid meteor shower, pro- "When people who watch I the case, witnesses said an object ap- County Deputy Larry Lawson. "The �ho called m . descnbed the obJe�t. 

space obJects to re-ente� the atmo- duced by the remnants of a comet . stars once maybe twice a year go peared to have exploded in the sky people said their homes shook and It sound� like an atmosphenc 
sp�ere at. that date an� time and lo- "It is caused by little bits and out and look hard fo� a while an.d then moved m to a cloud," he windows vibrat�d as if there had test," he said. . . 
cati.0�; RI�ht now th.at.s all we have pieces of dust from the comet. they're bound to see things :they said . bee� an ex;plos10n ,or earthquake, Edward J. Uiszko�ski of Vesta.l, 
on I�, said . Capt. Sigm�nd Adams, They're very small," he said. "If think are strange," Mar_tha- H«'ynes Tom Boo ne, director of the Rauch but It was JUSt fpr JUSt a very fe� who spotted �he obJect . from . hi� 
media relatlOns staff officer for the there were a larger piece, and an said. "The reason for tb(e l�rge hum- Planetarium at the University of seconds. They said the whole �ky l�t back yar.d, s�Id the white objec.t 
Ai/hspack Defll?se Command, icy piece of material, something ber of reports is probdbly' because Louisville and a member of the up. All the�e pe�ple weren't Imagi- was . movm8 m a. northeasterly di­
w IC trac s sate Ites. about the size of a snowflake, it there were a lot of people out last Smithsonian's Scientific Event mng or seemg !�mgs. So�e �f them r�ctiOn a� at first re�embled an 

.There was speculation it was !he m�ght well cause �omething like night to look for the (:rt_Ieteor) sh'?w- Al�rt Network, said the �etwork re- wer� very ternfled over It �Ight af- airpl�ne. I glanced �p m�o the .sky 
fatlure of a new Japan�se satellite, this. It would· vaponze and leave a ers and when you're m that rtnnd ceived reports of the hghts from ter It happene4. So�e said they at .10/5 a� I

f
�aw ihih whi�e �b]ect 

but officials at Japan's Tanegashi- glowing cloud behind it." set anything like the light of a nearly every state east of the Mis· smelled somethmg hke gunpowd- spira �ng.
l 

t Irst, t oug t .lt was 
· ·· ·. 

- er." a n  a up a n  e o r  s o m e t h I n g ," 
Karl Kamper, an astronomer at Uiszkowski . said. "It looked like a 

the David Dunlap Observatory in buf.lch of fif,eworks followed by a 
Richmond Hill, Ontario, outside To- white clo�d. . 
ronto, said he was one of four astro- The obJect was seen by DetrOit 
nomers there who witnessed the skywatchers who had gathered for 
light. He described it as a star-like an outdoor le�ture and a look at the 
object low in the southern sky, sur- annua� Perseid met�or shower. The 
rounded by a small spiral cloud. campfire was blazn�g and marsh· 

. . mallows were roastmg when sud-He said the . spiral could have denly one of the attendees stood been fuel spewmg f�o� a damaged up, pointed up into the southeast satellite. And he .said It must. have sky and shouted, "What is that?" been extremely high because It was Chuck Rarnes, head naturalist seen over such a large are� and be- the Troy Farm and Nature �ause meteors burn relatively low described what they saw. "It 
m the atmosphere. glowing like a s pual pinwhee 

It was also speculated the event standing on end and moving on 
was a rocket, but other experts dis· line from southeast to nortburod 
agreed. No government agency he said yesterday. "We first 
claimed responsibility for a Tues· about 40 degrees up from the 
day launch. zon. It appeared to be about five 

eculation. but six times lareer than a full moon.' 


